Tent Shopping Guide 

The Standard: 
Tents come in all shapes and sizes.  Three-season hikers who stick to forest campsites should consider a two-person tent with two or three poles, plentiful mesh, and a vestibule that shelters the main entrance. Factory seam taping, a bathtub floor, and a full-coverage rain-fly are desirable features, as is a trail weight of 4 to 6 pounds. 
Variables: 
Are you or your hiking partner very tall? You might prefer a three-person tent. Do you often hike in nasty weather? Look for a vestibule for storage.
Brands:  










Coleman, Eureka, Kelty, REI, Sierra, North Face, Swiss Gear, MSR, Wenzel, Marmott, Exponent, Field & Stream and plenty more.  Some stores sell brands under their own label.

Prices:











$30 - $300.   The saying that you get what you pay for is pretty applicable.   If you want to literally be an “unhappy camper”, buy a $30 tent.  By the same token, your 13 year old does not need a $200 tent.  I recommend you call places like Sports Authority & Dick’s to see when they have their seasonal sales because tent prices fluctuate a lot during the year.  Another recommendation is to look at the “Clearance items” on the web sites.  So what if it’s last year’s model?

Option:  For Summer camping, consider a hammock with mosquito netting.  

(see web sites)

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.eurekacampingctr.com/eureka/assets/product_images/PAAAAAFDMMICOMDG.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 










[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]





Resource reference-- by: The Backpacker Editors 
